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MEMORAND{'N
THE WHITE HOUSE
WANHINGTON
April 4, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DAVID GOMPERT \\

FROM: | MARGE VANDERH@@

SUBJECT: Proposed Presidential Statement

This afternoun at a 4:30 p.m, press conferance in New York City,
the Executive Comrmniitee of the TI, 5. Catholic Corference issued
the attached statement on behalf of the Catholic divceses throughout
the country, ' :

AID brought the announced statement to our attention and said

that it had received press coverape. In view of this show of
support, we recommend with AID's concurrence that the President
issue a statement expressing appreciation for the support of the
Conference and commendation for their efforts, A suggeated
Presidential meassage upproved hy General Scoweroit is also
attached. :

Lt

If HAK concurs, jﬁleasa_ pass authority for relcase to Ron Nessen.
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PRESIDENTIAL; STATEMENT ON THE
STATEMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
U,8. CATHOLIC CONFERENCH

L am deeply grateful for the support that the Exccutive Conimittee
of the U,5., Catholic Confecrence today demonstrated for our efforts
to evacuate the war orphans and abandonefd. qh“ildrc:n ol South
Vietnam. I commend their ﬁfil,lingheas to meet this urgent human-
itarian need‘;

We w~i-11‘c‘?o our utmost through the Agency forv Itﬁife_rna&iuzwl' | |
A_ZﬁDEwelcvmnenil: {to ensure that orphany pre sently undar the
carc of Catholic Relief Services and dthel; v‘alunta..‘r.y organizations
will be jpined with the thousands of Arncri.c‘ax.a.s ivho‘ﬁave openec{ their
homes to these children. |

As the Cornmittee has etated, it is indeed pavamount that the .
United Nations, and the international cmmﬁ‘mn’ity at large, secek to

permit the humanitarian efforts of nationy and voluntary agencies

to bring relief to these masses of refugees and allow them to |

reach places of safetly. S e
ryi. Confercnce staternent in New Yotk this afternoon wag ap

follows: o _ '
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EXECUUIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT:

We are reassured by the stalcments of FPrasidoent Ford yéster;lay
pledging the full cooperation of vur Governmont to assist in the
evacuation of war erphans and the abaudouned children of Seuth
Vietnam. We pledge the utmost continuing effort of the Gatholic
Relief Services and, indeed, of the entire American Catholic
cormmunity to meaet thig urgent humanitarian challenpe. Catholic
Relief Bervices and other voluntary agencies today care for

mare than 4, 000 adoptable eorphancd and abandoned children

in South Vietnam., We are hopeful that our Government will rnake
it posgible for these children to be flown to the U, 8. where homes
and hearts are open to them and that it will show to thom the samm
geverosity that our Government afforded refugees from Cuba and
Hungary.

At this critical moment of suffering and family disr.uption in
South Vietnam, we urge the Secretary Generval and the leaders
of the United Nations to use all their good offices to pursuade

the parties involved in Southeast Asia to permit the humanitayriaon
efforts of nations and voluntary ageacies to bring relief to thase
mastes of refugees and to allow them to veach places of safety.
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